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Unit 4: Historical Fiction/Memoir Performance Task


Writing Task:


Read the two provided passages from Chains and A Young Patriot, and analyze the quote, “Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgment that something else is more important than fear.”


Write an essay in which you explain what this quote means and how it is supported by the passages from Chains and A Young Patriot. Use text- based details from the passages to support your ideas. 
Your essay should be written in a formal style for an audience that is familiar with the text and follow the conventions of standard English, including accepted use of capitalization, comma usage, and spelling.


In your essay be sure to:
· Begin by introducing both texts and explaining what the quote means.  
· Explain how the details in the passage from Chains support the quote.
· Explain how the details in the passage from A Young Patriot support the quote.
· Finally, end your essay with a statement of your opinion that follows from the information you presented about both novels.




Read the following passage taken from Chains, pages 63- 64.

I waited a full hour, until the clock struck eleven, then slipped out from under the blanket and put my skirt back on. I did not stuff my feet into my shows. I’d be faster and quieter without them.


I climbed up the cellar stairs, freezing with every groan of the old wood. If Madam or Mr. Lockton come across me, I’ll say I’m on my way to the privy. They couldn’t be angry about that. A body must follow the call of nature, even in the dead of the night. 


The kitchen was so dark I walked slowly, my hands feeling in front of me so I wouldn’t bump into the table or knock over a pitcher on the sideboard. I paused at the back door. The hound of Mr. Lockton’s snoring came from above, like faraway thunder. I’m on my way to the privy, I reminded myself. No harm in that. I carefully opened the door and stepped outside.


The night air was crisp and smelled faintly of salt. I tiptoed down the back steps and flew past the privy and around the side of the house to the gate, which hid in the shadows. My heart pounded so loud I felt sure it would wake the entire street.


	I had only to open the gate latch and step out.


	My hand would not move.


	If I opened the gate, I would be a criminal. Slaves were not allowed out after sunset without a pass from  master. Anyone who caught me could take me to the jail. IF I opened the gate, a judge could order me flogged. If I opened the gate, there was no telling what punishment Madam would demand.


	If I opened the gate, I might die of fright.


	I leaned my head against the gate. I could not open the gate, but I had to open the gate. This house was not a safe place. I had to get us out. But there was no way to get out, no way to run away off an island, no way to run with a little girl. The secret of Mamam’s linen chest was the only key I held. 


	Watch over me, Momma.


	I opened the latch, slipped out the gate, and ran.









Read the following passage from A Young Patriot, Chapter  2- “Now I was a Soldier”, pages 13-14.

	


Joseph heard many of the details of these encounters from American soldiers who stayed at his grandfather’s farm during the winter. Not only did they describe that had happened, they often embellished their stories with heroic details. These stories fired Joseph’s imagination and, as he confessed, began, “to warm my courage.”


	By the time the spring of 1776 rolled around, Joseph had very nearly convinced himself of what he had to do. “By hearing the conversations and disputes of the good old farmer politicians of the times, I collected pretty correct ideas of the contest between this country and the mother country (as it was then called). I thought I was as warm a patriot as the best of them; the war was waged; we had joined issue…I felt anxious… to be called a defender of my country.”


	How long he had wanted to serve as a soldier. A call went out for state troops, or levies, that asked only six months of service. This self like a better length of time to Joseph than the usual required twelve months, so on the evening of July 6th, he went to the enlistment station at the local tavern.


	He did not tell his grandparents where he was going or what he intended to do. And he certainly did not ask their permission. While regulations stated that the minimum age for enlistment was sixteen, Joseph knew perfectly well that many fourteen-and fifteen-year-olds were being allowed to sign up. No, he would tell his grandparents after the deed was done and it was too late.


	
Even as he sat there at the enlisting table, doubts filled his mind. While he had heard many daring tales of battle, he had also been told about the hardships. Food, clothing, and ammunition were in short supply, enemy forces outnumbered the Americans and more redcoats were on the way, and many patriots had already been killed or badly wounded. He also worried that his going off would hurt his grandparents’ feelings. 


	As he sat there, hesitating with the pen hovering an inch above the paper, one of his friends leaned over and nudged his hand. This “caused the pen to make a woeful scratch on the paper. ‘O, he has enlisted’” his friend said. “’He has made his mark; he is fast enough now.’


	“Well, thought I, I may as well go through with the business now as not. So I wrote my name fairly upon the indentures.”


	While his friends hooted their approval, Joseph sat back and stared at his signature. He remembered thinking, “And now I was a soldier, in name at least, if not in practice.”
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