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California Institute Participant Contact List 

  
Thomas Adams 
Executive Director 
California Department of Education 
Email: Tadams@cde.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 319-0663 
 
Marshall Cates 
Professor of Mathematics, Emeritus 
California State University 
Email: Mcates@calstatela.edu 
Phone: (626) 792-9118 
 
Deborah DiThomas 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
Student Services & Operations 
Riverside Community College District 
Email: Debbie.Dithomas@rcc.edu 
Phone: (951) 222-8441 
 
Herbert Fischer 
California ADP Support Team Member 
P.A.C.E. 
Email: Herbertr_Fischer@yahoo.com 
Phone: (949) 675-3954 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Frodesen 
Director, English as a Second Language 
Program 
Department of Linguistics 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
Email: Frodesen@linguistics.ucsb.edu 
Phone: (805) 893-3303 
 
Janet Fulks 
Basic Skills and Noncredit Chair 
Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges 
Bakersfield College 
Email: Jfulks@bakersfieldcollege.edu 
Phone: (661) 304-9641 
 
Penni Hansen 
Education Administrator 
California Department of Education 
Email: Phansen@cde.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 323-6134 
 
Scott Hill 
Vice-President 
School Innovations & Advocacy 
Email: Scotth@sia-us.com 
Phone: (916) 669-5180 
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Gary Hoachlander 
President 
ConnectEd: The California Center for College 
and Career 
Email: Ghoachlander@connectedcalifornia.org 
Phone: (510) 849-4945 
 
Jennifer Hughes 
Vice President, Student Services 
College of San Mateo 
Email: Hughesj@smccd.edu 
Phone: (650) 574-6118 
 
William Jacob 
Professor, Mathematics 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
Email: Jacob@math.ucsb.edu 
Phone: (805) 967-7325 
 
Kelly James 
Policy Officer 
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Email: Kelly.James@gatesfoundation.org 
 
Allison Jones 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs 
California State University 
Office of the Chancellor 
Email: Ajones@calstate.edu 
Phone: (562) 951-4744 
 
Michal Kurlaender 
Assistant Professor of Education Policy 
University of California, Davis 
Email: Mkurlaender@ucdavis.edu 
Phone: (530) 752-3748 
 
James Lanich 
Director 
CSU Center to Close the Achievement Gap 
Email: Jlanich@calstate.edu 
Phone: (916) 498-8980 
 
 

John T. Lawrence 
Director, Statewide Assessment 
California Department of Education 
Email: Jlawrence@cde.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 445-9441 
 
John Levin 
Director 
California Community College Collaborative  
University of California, Riverside 
Email: John.Levin@ucr.edu 
Phone: (951) 827-4976 
 
Jannie Mackay 
Matriculation and EAP Coordinator 
Long Beach City College 
Email: Jmackay@lbcc.edu 
Phone: (562) 938-4048 
 
Ed Manansala 
Superintendent 
St. HOPE Public Schools 
Email: Emanansala@sachigh.org 
Phone: (916) 275-9509 
 
Kimberlee Messina 
Dean, Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math 
Santa Rosa Junior College 
Email: Kmessina@santarosa.edu 
Phone: (707) 527-4246 
 
Linda Michalowski 
Vice Chancellor for Student Services 
California Community Colleges Chancellor's 
Office 
Email: Lmichalo@cccco.edu 
Phone: (916) 327-5361 
 
Rick Miller 
Deputy State Superintendent 
California Department of Education 
Email: Rmiller@cde.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 319-0872 



  
Page 3 

 
  

Linda Murray 
Acting Executive Director 
The Education Trust—West 
Email: Lmurray@edtrustwest.org 
Phone: (510) 465-6444 x320 
 
Richard Neimand 
President/Creative Director 
Neimand Collaborative 
Email: Rich@neimandcollaborative.com 
Phone: (202) 637-9732 x228 
 
Eloy Oakley 
Superintendent-President 
Long Beach City College 
Email: Eoakley@lbcc.edu 
Phone: (562) 938-4122 
 
Sonia Ortiz-Mercado 
CCC State EAP Coordinator 
Chancellor's Office of the CA Community 
Colleges 
Email: Sortiz@cccco.edu 
Phone: (916) 322-6817 
 
Jane Patton 
President 
Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges 
Email: Jane_Patton@wvm.edu 
Phone: (916) 445-4753 
 
Lawrence Pitts 
Interim Provost 
Executive Vice President, Academic Affairs  
University of California  
Email: Lawrence.Pitts@ucop.edu 
Phone: (510) 987-9200 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Plank 
Executive Director 
P.A.C.E. 
Email: Dnp@berkeley.edu 
Phone: (510) 642-4953 
 
Scott Plotkin 
Executive Director 
California School Boards Association 
Email: Splotkin@csba.org 
Phone: (916) 371-4691 
 
Arun Ramanathan 
Chief Student Services Officer 
San Diego Unified School District 
Email: Aramanathan@sandi.net 
Phone: (619) 725-5678 
 
Jeffrey Reed 
Chair, High School Restructuring Task Force 
California Teachers Association 
Windsor High School 
Email: Jreed@wusd.org  
Phone: (707) 837-7767 x141  
 
Jorge Ruiz de Velasco 
Deputy Director, Earl Warren Institute 
Berkeley Law School 
Email: Jvelasco@law.berkeley.edu 
Phone: (510) 642-3466 
 
Barry Russell 
Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs 
California Community Colleges Chancellor's 
Office 
Email: Kcarroll@cccco.edu 
Phone: (916) 322-6881 
 
Robin Scarcella 
Professor 
University of California, Irvine 
Email: Rcscarce@uci.edu 
Phone: (949) 854-3018 
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Jay Schenirer 
Capitol Impact  
Email: Jay@capimpactllc.com 
 
Deborah Sigman 
Deputy State Superintendent 
California Department of Education 
Email: Dsigman@cde.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 319-0812 
 
Michele Siqueiros 
Executive Director 
Campaign for College Opportunity 
Email: Michele@collegecampaign.org 
Phone: (213) 817-6034 
 
Jeff Spano  
Dean, Student Services and Special Programs 
California Community College Chancellor's 
Office 
Email: Jspano@cccco.edu 
Phone: (916) 327-7252 
 
Mark Standriff 
Legislative Advocate 
School Innovations & Advocacy 
Email: Marks@sia-us.com 
Phone: (916) 669-5414 
 
Anne Stanton 
Program Director 
The James Irvine Foundation 
Email: Astanton@irvine.org 
Phone: 415-777-2244 
 
Paul Steenhausen 
Principal Fiscal and Policy Analyst 
Legislative Analyst's Office 
Email: Paul.Steenhausen@lao.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 319-8324 
 
 
 
 

Denis Udall 
Program Officer 
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Email: Dudall@hewlett.org 
Phone: (650) 234-4500 x5739 
 
Mark Wade Lieu 
Immediate Past President 
Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges 
Email: Mwlieu@asccc.org 
Phone: (415) 350-0372 
 
Ian Walton 
Past President 
Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges 
Email: Ian@asccc.org 
Phone: (831) 462-3398 
 
Karin Wescom 
English Teacher 
Elk Grove High School 
Email: Kwescom@egusd.net 
Phone: (916) 681-3844 
 
Susan Wilbur 
Director of Undergraduate Admissions 
University of California 
Office of the President 
Email: Susan.Wilbur@ucop.edu 
Phone: (510) 987-9565 
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Achieve Staff and Consultants 

 
Allison Barr 
Research Associate 
Email: Abarr@achieve.org 
Phone: (202) 419-1553 
 
Nevin Brown 
Senior Fellow, Postsecondary Engagement 
Email: Nbrown@achieve.org 
Phone: (202) 419-1565 
 
JoAnne Eresh 
Senior Associate, English  
Email: Jeresh@achieve.org 
Phone: (412) 344-8641 
 
Kaye Forgione 
Senior Associate, Mathematics 
Email: Kforgione@achieve.org 
Phone: (512) 338-8904 
 
Marc Frazer 
Consultant 
Education First Consulting 
Email: Marc@educationfirstconsulting.com 
Phone: (206) 906-9978 
 
 
 
 

Matt Gandal 
Executive Vice President 
Email: Mgandal@achieve.org 
Phone: (202) 419-1540 
 
Jackie Gilkes 
Executive Assistant 
Email: Jgilkes@achieve.org 
Phone: (202) 419-1546 
 
Sandra Murphy 
Consultant, English 
Email: Smmurphy@ucdavis.org 
Phone: (925) 935-5896 
 
Karen Nicodemus 
Consultant 
Email: Nicodemu@cochise.edu 
Phone: (520) 515-5498 
 
Douglas Sovde 
Associate, Mathematics 
Email: Dsovde@achieve.org 
Phone: (206) 388-2402 
 
Christine Tell 
Director, Achieve State Services 
Email: Ctell@achieve.org 
Phone: (541) 764-5523

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Achieve 
1775 Eye Street, NW 

Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: (202) 419-1540 

Fax: (202) 828-0911 
www.achieve.org 

 
 


