HOW GREAT WAS ALEXANDER THE GREAT?                                                                 8th Grade World History Burke/Olsen

[bookmark: _GoBack]Document 4 – Alexander’s accomplishments
Note: This legend was told by some of the ancient biographers of Alexander the Great. While details of the story might not be true, these stories can reveal information about Alexander that are probably accurate.Alexander’s accomplishments (selected items)

Size of Alexander’s empire at his death (square miles)				2,000,000
Size of Roman Empire at its greatest (square miles)					2,200,000
Years it took Alexander to build his empire						             11
Length of Hellenistic period in Middle East and western Asia (years)			           300
Number of cities founded by Alexander						             70
Estimated enemy soldiers and civilians killed in four major battles			   100,000
Religion most directly influenced by Greek art and ritual			  Buddhism in India
Number of years after Alexander that Roman Emperor Marcus Macrinus	                           540
  had images of Alexander sewn into his clothing			
Number of years after Alexander that Greek literature and theater remained		About 900
  strong cultural influences in the eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East
Number of years Greek remained the official language of Jordan			         1,000


1. What is the purpose of this document? ______________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
2. What do you consider to be the most important accomplishment of Alexander the Great based on the information in this document? ________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Cite two examples of Alexander’s influence stretching from Italy to India. ___________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How can this document be used to show Alexander was not great? ________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
