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PARCC Awarded Additional Race to the Top Funds for State Transition 

to Common Core State Standards and Common Assessments 
 
 

WASHINGTON – September 29, 2010 – The U.S. Department of Education (DOE) has 
announced that the Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
Consortium (PARCC or Partnership) will be awarded an additional $15.87 million in a 
supplemental grant to support the states participating in PARCC in successfully transitioning 
to Common Core State Standards and next generation assessments.   
 
DOE awarded "Race to the Top" assessment funds to PARCC earlier this month for the 
development of a K-12 assessment system aligned to the Common Core State Standards in 
English language arts and mathematics, which will help states dramatically increase the 
number of students who graduate high school ready for college and careers.   
 
“I was excited to learn that the U.S. Department of Education would be awarding an 
additional $15.87 million to PARCC,” said Florida Education Commissioner Dr. Eric J. Smith.  
“These additional funds will prove vital in helping member states make successful transitions 
to the new standards and assessments through professional development opportunities, 
technology enhancements, and increased communication activities to all stakeholders. 
Equally important, the funds will augment our coordination efforts with the other assessment 
consortium, allowing us to share ideas and solutions that will ultimately benefit all 
participating states.”  
 
Mitchell Chester, Massachusetts Education Commissioner and chair of PARCC’s Governing 
Board, noted, “Committing to prepare all students for college and careers is the easy part.  
The harder and more important task is to ensure that higher standards are taught in every 
classroom and that teachers and students have the tools they need to succeed.  These 
additional funds will help make that possible.  By working together, states can make greater – 
and faster – progress than we can if we go it alone.  This opportunity is well placed; 
improving education is not only key to individual opportunity, but to the success of our 
citizens and our nation in a global economy.” 
 



1775 Eye Street NW, Suite 410,Washington, D.C. 20006   Phone (202) 419-1540 Fax (202) 828-0911 
www.achieve.org 

 

In addition to Florida and Massachusetts, the governing states that are leading the 26-state 
Partnership are: Arizona, the District of Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, New 
York, Rhode Island and Tennessee.   
 
For a summary of the PARCC proposal, go to www.achieve.org/PARCCsummary. 
 

      # # # # 

Created in 1996 by the nation’s governors and corporate leaders, Achieve is an independent, bipartisan, 
nonprofit education reform organization based in Washington D.C. that helps states raise academic standards 

and graduation requirements, improve assessments, and strengthen accountability. Achieve is leading the effort 
to make college and career readiness a national priority so that the transition from high school graduation to 
postsecondary education and careers is seamless.  To make college and career readiness a priority, in 2005 

Achieve launched the American Diploma Project Network. Starting with 13 original states, the Network has now 
grown to include 35 states educating nearly 85 percent of all U.S. public school students.  Through the ADP 

Network, governors, state education officials, postsecondary leaders and business executives work together to 
improve postsecondary preparation by aligning high school standards, assessments, graduation requirements 
and accountability systems with the demands of college and careers.  For more information about the work of 

Achieve, visit www.achieve.org. 
 
 

 


