Background and Objectives

The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education are implementing a program to encourage students in Oklahoma to further their education by attending a college or university.  In order to do that, this study was designed to:

· Determine the factors that affect the educational aspirations of 5th – 12th grade students and their parents.

· Examine their perceptions of the value and benefit of a college degree.

The results of the survey will be used to develop a statewide advertising plan designed to increase the educational aspiration of students currently in grades 5 - 12, as well as parents’ expectations of their 5th  - 12th grade child’s educational attainment.

Methodology

It was recommended that this research be conducted through a statewide random telephone survey among 5th – 12th grade students and their parents, all of whom are Oklahoma residents.  In addition, it was recommended that students be broken into two groups: 5th – 8th grade and 9th – 12th grade.  Therefore, the three respondent groups surveyed were:

· 5th – 8th grade students

· 9th – 12th grade students

· Parents of 5th – 12th grade students

The total number of completed surveys was 2,267 distributed across four geographic quadrants of the state and the top two metro areas.  This sample base was designed to provide a sufficient sampling of the entire state yet also provide the ability to look at each geographic region and metro area individually for any regional differences in respondent opinions and perceptions.  The 2,267 completed interviews were broken down as follows:

Cell
Completed interviews*
Geographic Quadrant

Cell 1
379
Oklahoma City metro

Cell 2
377
Tulsa metro

Cell 3
381
Northeast quadrant of the state

Cell 4
377
Northwest quadrant of the state

Cell 5
382
Southeast quadrant of the state

Cell 6
371
Southwest quadrant of the state

In each geographic quadrant an even number of each respondent group was interviewed.

The sample for each cell was weighted by county to provide a representative distribution of the population of Oklahoma.   A random sampling of households was called to complete the number of interviews required.  

The tables in the sections show the findings by cell as well as weighted for a total statewide response.  Cross-tabulations across demographic responses are also shown.  

The interview was approximately 10 - 12 minutes in duration.  It was written by Jordan Research and approved by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education GEAR UP and Communications departments before interviewing began.  It was determined that a 50/50 quota of male and female students be reached and a representative number of interviews based on the three respondents groups and geographic areas mentioned above be met.  It was then fielded in the months of April and May 2000.

Overall Summary

  Very high percentages of both students and parents indicated intentions to attend college after high school.

· Overall 83% of students currently in the 5th - 8th grade plan on attending college after high school.

· Ninety-four percent of students currently in the 9th - 12th grade plan on attending college after high school.

· Ninety-two percent of the parents of students in the 5th - 12th grade plan on their offspring attending college after high school.  

Summary of Findings

Demographics with strong influence

Demographics affected the number of individuals planning on attending college after high school in the following areas:

· Household income

· Education level of parents/guardians in households

Income – The higher the income the higher the number of individuals who plan on continuing their education after high school.

Education – The higher the education level of the parent or guardian the higher the percentage of children who were planning to continue their education after high school.

% Respondents

Demographic
Respondents Planning to Attend College After High School


Currently in 

5th – 8th Grade
Currently in 

9th – 12th Grade
Parents with

5th –12th graders

Overall
83%
94%
92%

Household Income




· < $20 M
73
90
78

· $20-40 M
78
91
86

· $41-60 M
83
93
90

· $61-80 M
90
99
96

· $81+ M
95
98
96

Highest Education of Parent / Guardian




· High School / Some Vocational Training
73
89
83

· Vocational Certificate / Some College
83
93
92

· College Graduate
89
98
96

Demographics with less influence

In other areas demographics did not have a profound influence on whether students plan on continuing their education after high school.

However, there was one instance where there was a slight difference.  This was:

· Location – In northwest and southwest Oklahoma, there were fewer 5th – 8th graders planning to attend college.  In northeast and southeast Oklahoma, there were fewer parents of 5th – 12th graders who had children planning to attend college.  It should be noted that there was no noticeable difference between metro and rural areas.

% Respondents
Demographic
Respondents Planning to Attend College After High School


Currently in 

5th – 8th Grade
Currently in 

9th – 12th Grade
Parents with

5th –12th graders

Overall
83%
94%
92%

Age of Parent




· 18-25
78
92
60

· 26-35
76
92
90

· 36-45
85
93
93

· 46-55
84
96
91

· 56-64
79
92
88

Gender




· Male
78
92
89

· Female
88
96
95

Employment




· Full-time
83
94
92

· Part-time
77
93
94

· Currently unemployed
86
92
86

· Retired
86
85
85

· Full-time student
100
100
100

Demographics with less influence continued…

Demographic
Respondents Planning to Attend College After High School

Race




· Native American*
76%
92%
88%

· Asian*
100
100
100

· Black / African American*
94
100
100

· Hispanic*
82
100
92

· White
83
94
92

· Multi-Racial*
89
91
88

Guardianship




· Single-guardian Households
86
92
92

· 2 or More Guardian Households
83
94
91

Location




· Oklahoma City
88
93
97

· Tulsa
85
94
95

· Northwest Oklahoma
77
91
94

· Northeast Oklahoma
90
94
84

· Southwest Oklahoma
72
97
93

· Southeast Oklahoma
88
94
87

*Small sample size

Main reason to attend college

Respondents were asked, “What is the main reason you plan to continue your education?”  They overwhelmingly responded that they wished to continue their education to get a degree and pursue a career path.  In addition, some respondents indicated that they anticipate gaining financial rewards by earning a college degree.

There were only slight differences by respondent group. 

· 5th – 8th graders saw college as both a way to achieve a career and as a general continuation of their education.  

· 9th – 12th graders were motivated to go to college more because of chosen career paths.  

· Although parents saw college as a means to a career, many considered it important to go to college to gain more knowledge in general.
· All three groups mentioned financial rewards.  However, it was not considered the primary reason.

% Respondents

Students

Currently in

5th – 8th Grades

(Base = 629)
Students

Currently in

9th – 12th Grades

(Base = 711)
Parents of 

5th – 12th
Graders

(Base =696)

Career Requirements– 

· To get a good/better job, to become a teacher/doctor/veterinarian/lawyer, etc.
43%
46%
36%

Education – 

· To further education, to learn a trade, to get a degree, etc.
42
22
24

Financial Rewards –

· To get more money, to get a good paying job, financial stability, etc.
12
14
12

Life Enrichment –

· To have a better life, to reach goals and to prepare for the future, etc.
8
8
11

Why students might not go to college

When those respondents who plan on continuing their education were asked if there was any reason they might not continue their education, the number one reason mentioned was the expense of college. Please note that 62 to 

76 % of the respondents said that they could think of no reason that they would not be able to attend college.  

In addition, difficulties in school and plans to pursue careers that might not require a college education were mentioned.  Some respondents indicated that they may want to take a break or that they didn’t want to be so far from their family.  For a specific breakdown of responses, refer to the tables in the appendix.

% Respondents

Students

Currently in

5th – 8th Grades

(Base = 629)
Students

Currently in

9th – 12th Grades

(Base = 711)
Parents of 

5th – 12th
Graders

(Base =696)

Financial Reasons 

· Do not have the money, cost, too expensive, can’t get scholarship, etc.
12%
18%
16%

Academic Reasons

· Poor grades, not good in school, college might be too hard, etc.
5
3
3

Other Professional Plans  

· To join the military, to get a job, to work, etc.
4
5
4

Family

· Homesick, too far, marry, death in family, etc.
3
3
4

Motivation 

· Tired of school,  to take a break

· Takes too long, lack of time

· Doesn’t know what they want to do, etc.
4
5
4

Other Educational Plans 

· Considering vocational/trade school
1
1
2

None
76
69
62

Students not going to college

Of those respondents who do not plan on attending college after high school (5 to 7 %), the majority cited lack of motivation as the main reason.  This was particularly notable in the 9th – 12th graders.  

Parents of students cited academics and motivation equally as reasons they did not think their children would attend college.  The students did not see academics as that big of a deterrent to attending college.  

Once again, there were some respondents who plan on pursuing a military career or just need to get a job and do not plan on attending college.  

It was interesting to note that financial reasons were not mentioned by those without a plan to attend college as much as those planning to pursue further education.

% Respondents

Students

Currently in

5th – 8th Grades

(Base = 51)
Students

Currently in

9th – 12th Grades

(Base = 36)
Parents of 

5th – 12th
Graders

(Base =56)

Motivation 

· Tired of school,  to take a break

· Doesn’t like school, etc.
39%
42%
23%

Other Educational Plans 

· Considering vocational/trade school, etc.
8
22
18

Academic Reasons 

· Poor grades, dropout, etc.
0
8
22

Other Professional Plans 

· To join the military, to get a job, to work
24
8
14

Financial Reasons  

· Lack of funds, cost, too expensive, can’t get scholarship, etc.
10
0
9

Note:  This was asked of those who indicated they would not be going to college.  Because the majority of respondents felt they would be going to college, this is a small base.

9th - 12th grade students who are planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Students were asked to agree or disagree on a five-point scale with the following 28 statements.  The majority of the students we talked to plan on attending college after high school.  Their responses to these statements are listed below.

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 80% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 95% total agreement.

These statements show that respondents in the 9th – 12th grade feel that college will offer them the ability to choose from many different career paths and ultimately find a well-paying job in their chosen field. In addition, their family support will help them in reaching these goals.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

A college education will help me get a better job.
99%
93%
6%

Attending college will provide me with more career choices.
99
94
5

A college education will make it easier for me to gain employment in the future.
98
88
10

My parents think it’s important to go to college.
98
88
9

A college education will be required for me to reach my career goals.
96
83
13

A college education will help me earn more money when I am an adult.
96
82
14

9th – 12th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the next highest level of agreement, all of which generated greater than 50% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 90% total agreement.

These statements show that respondents in the 9th – 12th grade feel that they do well in school and would do well in college. Their schools encourage them to attend college after high school and receive information about college.  Their families are also active in their education and have discussed attending college after high school.  In addition, there is information available about colleges and a sufficient number of colleges in the area to meet their needs.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

I believe that I am the type of person that would do well in college.
96%
66%
30%

I am currently doing well in school.
95
71
24

My grades are adequate to enter college.
95
73
22

In general, I have a good relationship with my teachers.
95
67
29

I work hard in school.
94
67
27

My parents are actively involved in my education.
94
72
21

My teachers encourage me to go to college.
94
74
20

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow me convenient access to a college education.
93
59
34

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
93
62
31

My parents and I have discussed my attending college after graduating from high school.
91
68
23

My school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
91
66
25

My school provides counseling about career education.
90
62
27

9th – 12th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than 60% of the respondents strongly agreeing and a lower level of total agreement.

9th – 12th grade students are less confidant that there is adequate financial help for them within their families or from outside sources.  It also appears that friends and the community they live in have less influence in their decision to attend college after high school.  In addition, it is interesting to note that students in the 9th – 12th grade are not sure what they want to do after they get out of school, but still believe that college is very important in choosing and finding a career for the future.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

I feel the majority of my friends will go to college.
88%
59%
29%

I currently enjoy going to school.
83
40
48

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors.
81
44
37

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
80
43
37

Adequate financial aid is available to help me attend Oklahoma public colleges.
80
36
44

I know what I want to do when I get out of school.
79
47
32

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
79
41
38

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
78
22
56

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself.
47
17
31

I will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
44
13
31

9th - 12th grade students not planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 50% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 85% total agreement.  This is a lower level of agreement than those students planning on attending college after high school.

Although these students agree a college education will help them get a better job, they know what they want to do after high school and do not need college to get there.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

A college education will help me get a better job.
94%
50%
44%

I will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
89
61
28

I know what I want to do when I get out of school.
86
61
25

My school provides counseling about career education.
86
53
33

9th – 12th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the next highest level of agreement, all of which generated greater than 40% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 70% total agreement.

Even though they do not plan on going to college, they agree that college is available to them and there are some benefits to attending.  They are doing well in school and have adequate grades to enter college.  In addition, their school does encourage gaining a college education.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
86%
42%
44%

I work hard in school.
83
50
33

Attending college will provide me with more career choices.
83
69
14

My parents are actively involved in my education.
83
64
19

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
83
47
36

In general, I have a good relationship with my teachers.
81
53
28

I am currently doing well in school.
80
53
28

A college education will help me earn more money when I am an adult.
78
42
36

My school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
78
53
33

My teachers encourage me to go to college.
78
47
31

9th – 12th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the 10 statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than 45% of the respondents strongly agreeing and a 42 to 78% level of total agreement.

Finally, 9th – 12th grade students who do not plan on attending college do not enjoy school and not as many of their friends are planning on attending college.  Family financial and motivational encouragement is minimal compared to those planning on attending college. They do not feel colleges are convenient to them or that they can find adequate financial aid.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents 

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

Adequate financial aid is available to help me attend Oklahoma public colleges.
78%
31%
47%

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow me convenient access to a college education.
78
33
44

My grades are adequate to enter college.
72
31
42

A college education will make it easier for me to gain employment in the future.
72
39
33

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors.
72
31
42

My parents and I have discussed my attending college after graduating from high school.
69
39
31

My parents think it’s important to go to college.
69
44
25

I believe that I am the type of person that would do well in college.
67
31
36

I currently enjoy going to school.
67
25
42

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
67
22
44

I feel the majority of my friends will go to college.
61
36
25

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself.
53
36
17

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
53
25
28

A college education will be required for me to reach my career goals.
42
22
19

5th – 8th grade students who are planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Students were asked to agree or disagree by saying yes or not to the following 28 statements.  A total of 83% of the students we talked to plan on attending college after high school.  Their responses to these statements are listed below.

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 90% total agreement.

As with 9th – 12th grade students planning to attend college, the younger students agree that college can help you achieve your career goals.  Parents of younger students also strongly encourage their children to attend college.  In addition, these students work hard and do well in school.

% Total Weighted Average 

Total = Yes

A college education will help me get a better job. 
99%

My parents think it is important to go to college.
98

I work hard in school.
97

If I have a college education, it will be easier to get a job when I’m finished going to school.
96

In general, I get along well with my teachers.
95

I am doing well in school right now.
94

I think I would do well in college.
93

A college education will help me earn more money when I am an adult.
91

In college I will learn about the different jobs I can have as an adult.
91

5th – 8th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the nine statements generating the next highest level of agreement, all of which generated between 70 and 89% total agreement.

Like 9th – 12th graders, students planning on attending college do not have clear ideas about what they want to do after high school. However, they feel they will need a college education, like school and have good enough grades to go to college.  The majority of their friends are also planning on attending college. In addition, their parents are active at school and have discussed college with their children. The schools talk to the students about jobs, but not necessarily about college.  Finally, they also feel confident that financial help is available for college, even though they see college as expensive.

% Total Weighted Average 

Total = Yes

I will need a college education to be what I want to be when I’m an adult.
89%

My grades are good enough to get me into a college.
86

I think that most of my friends will go to college.
85

There are ways of finding help to raise enough money to go to college.
85

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors. 
83

My parents go to my school for meetings and activities.
82

There are colleges near where I live.
81

I like going to school.
80

People at my school talk to us about the jobs we could have when we are adults.
79

I know where to find more information about how to get into college and what it costs.
74

I know what I want to do when I finish going to high school.
70

I have talked with my parents about why it would be good for me to go to college after I graduate from high school.
70

5th – 8th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than a 70% level of total agreement.

Students in the 5th – 8th grade do not receive as much information or encouragement about college at school as 9th – 12th grade students.  They also see college as expensive and are not as sure their family will be able to afford it.

% Total Weighted Average 

Total = Yes

The town I live in has jobs for people who have gone to college.
69%

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
69

Teachers and counselors at my school have told us about the classes we will have to take to get into a college.
67

My teachers talk to me about going to college after high school.
58

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
52

I will need more education or training after high school to get a job, but it won’t be a college education.
22

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself. 
18

5th – 8th grade students not planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 90% total agreement.  This is a lower level of agreement than those students planning on attending college after high school, but not as low as older students are.

These students think they are working hard in school (better than the older students are). They also feel college is important to get a good job.    

% Total Weighted Average 

Total = Yes

A college education will help me get a better job. 
98%

I work hard in school.
96

In general, I get along well with my teachers.
90

5th – 8th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the next highest level of agreement, all of which generated between 73 and 88% total agreement.  

Younger students not planning on going to college still see the benefits of a college education. However, they have less family encouragement than those planning on attending college do or older students do.  Younger students still feel college is available to them and their grades are good enough to enter college but jobs are discussed at school, not college.  At this age they still like school as compared to older students who do not plan on attending college.

% Total Weighted Average 

Total = Yes

A college education will help me earn more money when I am an adult.
88%

In college I will learn about the different jobs I can have as an adult.
88

I am doing well in school right now.
86

If I have a college education, it will be easier to get a job when I’m finished going to school.
86

People at my school talk to us about the jobs we could have when we are adults.
84

I think I would do well in college.
82

My parents think it is important to go to college.
82

There are ways of finding help to raise enough money to go to college.
82

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors. 
78

I will need a college education to be what I want to be when I’m an adult.
77

There are colleges near where I live.
74

I like going to school.
73

My grades are good enough to get me into a college.
73

My parents go to my school for meetings and activities.
73

I know where to find more information about how to get into college and what it costs.
73

5th – 8th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than 70% total agreement.

Young students in general agree that college is not discussed very much at school among their peers and at home as compared to older students.  They also have not formed an opinion as to what they want to do when they finish high school, whereas, 9th – 12th graders not planning to attend college do know what they want to do after high school.

% Total Weighted Average 


Total = Yes

The town I live in has jobs for people who have gone to college.
69%

Teachers and counselors at my school have told us about the classes we will have to take to get into a college.
65

I think that most of my friends will go to college.
63

I have talked with my parents about why it would be good for me to go to college after I graduate from high school.
59

My teachers talk to me about going to college after high school.
57

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
55

I know what I want to do when I finish going to high school.
53

I will need more education or training after high school to get a job, but it won’t be a college education.
45

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
39

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself. 
35

Parents of students currently in 5th – 12th grade who are planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Parents were asked to agree or disagree on a five-point scale with the following 28 statements.  The majority of the parents we talked to feel their children plan on attending college after high school.  Their responses to these statements are listed below.

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 80% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 95% total agreement.

In general, parents agree that college is important for their child because it will help them with career choices and help them get a better job.  They also are actively involved in their child’s education.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

A college education will help prepare my child for a better job.
99%
88%
11%

Attending college will provide my child with more career choices.
98
87
11

A college education will make it easier for my child to gain employment in the future. 
97
81
16

I am actively involved in my child’s education.
97
83
14

I think it is important to attend college.
97
83
14

Parents of 5th – 12th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the next highest level of agreement, all of which generated greater than 50% of the respondents strongly agreeing and from 90 to 95% total agreement.

To a lesser degree than older students, parents believe college is necessary to reach career goals.  They also agree their child is doing well in school and keep up communication with school staff.  Additionally, they agree that there are colleges conveniently located, and their child makes grades that would enable them to attend these colleges.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

In general, my child has a good relationship with their teachers.
96%
71%
25%

A college education will enable my child to earn more money in his or her lifetime.
95
79
17

I believe that my child is the type of person that would do well in college.
94
71
24

My child is currently doing well in school.
94
74
20

My child’s grades are adequate to enter college.
94
74
20

A college education will be required for my child to reach their career goals.
93
72
21

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow my child convenient access to a college education. 
93
64
29

My child and I have discussed their attending college after graduating from high school. 
93
77
16

I talk to my child’s teachers and counselors.
92
67
25

My child works hard in school.
90
61
30

Parents of 5th – 12th graders planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than 60% of the respondents strongly agreeing and a lower level of total agreement.

As with 9th – 12th graders, peers and community have less of an influence on college attendance.  They also are not sure they can afford to send their child to college by themselves or that financial aid is available.  In addition, fewer parents feel their children know what they want to do after high school. 

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

My child currently enjoys going to school.
87%
58%
29%

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
87
56
31

My child’s teachers encourage my child to go to college.
80
55
26

My child’s school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
78
51
27

I feel the majority of my child’s friends will go to college.
77
43
34

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
74
34
41

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
74
27
46

My child’s school provides counseling about career education.
74
40
34

Our family will be able to afford to send our child to college.
70
29
41

My child knows what they want to do when they get out of school.
63
33
31

Adequate financial aid is available to help my child attend Oklahoma public colleges. 
57
23
34

My child will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
54
25
29

If my child goes to college, my child will have to pay for it themselves. 
39
14
25

 Parents of students currently in 5th – 12th grade not planning to attend college

Agreement with statements about college 

Shown below are the statements generating the highest levels of agreement, all of which generated greater than 50% of the respondents strongly agreeing and greater than 85% total agreement. 

Parents agree that colleges are convenient and will help their child get a better job in the future.  Parents of students not planning on attending college are also actively involved in their child’s education and with school personnel.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

I am actively involved in my child’s education.
93%
61%
32%

A college education will help prepare my child for a better job.
89
70
20

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow my child convenient access to a college education. 
89
50
39

I talk to my child’s teachers and counselors.
86
63
23

Parents of 5th – 12th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating a next highest level of agreement, all of which generated greater than 40% of the respondents strongly agreeing and from 55 to 77% total agreement.

Parents of students not planning on attending college do not see college as the answer to the future careers of their children. Also, possibly because of this, there are fewer parents who have discussed college with their children.  

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

Attending college will provide my child with more career choices.
84%
66%
18%

My child will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
84
48
36

A college education will make it easier for my child to gain employment in the future. 
82
61
21

I think it is important to attend college.
80
57
23

A college education will enable my child to earn more money in his or her lifetime.
77
68
9

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
77
43
34

In general, my child has a good relationship with their teachers.
77
43
34

My child and I have discussed their attending college after graduating from high school. 
75
46
29

Parents of 5th – 12th graders not planning on college agreement with statements continued…

Shown below are the statements generating the lowest level of agreement, all of which generated less than 40% of the respondents strongly agreeing and a 39 to 68% level of total agreement.

The parents interviewed do not see their child’s academic success as good or adequate for college.  Further, parents of these children definitely feel schools do not provide information or encouragement about college. They also feel college is expensive and they may not be able to finance it. In addition, parents see fewer job opportunities in their community than those with children planning on college or students in general.  Finally, it is apparent that the majority of their child’s peers do not plan on attending college.

% Total Weighted Average, % Respondents

Total
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree

My child works hard in school.
68%
39%
29%

Adequate financial aid is available to help my child attend Oklahoma public colleges. 
64
25
39

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
59
25
34

My child’s school provides counseling about career education.
59
32
27

My child’s school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
59
34
25

My child is currently doing well in school.
55
32
23

I feel the majority of my child’s friends will go to college.
55
20
36

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
55
21
34

A college education will be required for my child to reach their career goals.
54
38
16

My child currently enjoys going to school.
52
29
23

If my child goes to college, my child will have to pay for it themselves. 
50
39
11

Our family will be able to afford to send our child to college.
50
21
29

My child’s grades are adequate to enter college.
45
30
14

I believe that my child is the type of person that would do well in college.
43
21
21

My child knows what they want to do when they get out of school.
43
23
20

My child’s teachers encourage my child to go to college.
39
11
29

Breakdown of parents with older and younger children

The majority of the responses by parents were similar no matter what age their child was.  However, there were three areas where age made a difference in their agreement level.  They are:

· Fewer parents with young children agreed that their children knew what they wanted to do when they finished high school.

· A large percent of the parents with younger children indicated that the school did not provide counseling about career education at that age.

· When asked if schools provided counseling about college entrance requirements, parents of younger children agreed less.

9th – 12th grade students 

Responses by region to statements

Agreement with statements is fairly consistent across state quadrants with these exceptions:

· Northwest

· Parental and school involvement is stronger in this quadrant. 

· Northeast

· Respondents see colleges as more convenient and affordable in this quadrant.  

· Also, more agree they do well in school and would do well in college.

· Southwest

· Respondents in this quadrant tend to feel college is more important for future careers and employment opportunities.  

· The parents and teachers have reinforced this idea, and the students enjoy school more and feel they would do well in college.

· Tulsa Metro

· Students agree there are more employment opportunities in this quadrant.  

· Also, fewer respondents agree colleges are affordable.

*A table, with the responses by region to the statements asked in the questionnaire, is on the following page.

Responses by region to statements

% Of Respondents that “Somewhat Agreed” or “Strongly Agreed,” Total Weighted Average
Statement
NW
NE
SW
SE
OKC
Tulsa
Wt. Avg.

A college education will help prepare me for a better job. 
98.4
99.2
99.2
98.4
98.4
100
99.0

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
77.8
85.8
80.2
74.6
74.8
70.4
77.0

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
76.2
75.6
84.1
76.2
84.3
85.6
81.2

Attending college will provide me with more career choices.
99.2
99.2
100
97.6
96.1
97.6
97.9

A college education will be required for me to reach my career goals.
88.9
93.7
98.4
93.7
94.5
91.2
93.6

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself. 
50.8
52.0
48.4
46.8
45.7
42.4
47.2

A college education will enable me to earn more money in my lifetime.
97.6
92.9
96.0
95.2
92.1
95.2
94.2

My parents think it is important to attend college.
96.0
95.3
98.4
94.4
95.3
96.0
95.8

I will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
54.0
41.7
38.1
43.7
50.4
51.2
46.7

Adequate financial aid is available to help me attend Oklahoma public colleges.
81.7
83.5
80.2
78.6
77.2
76.0
79.1

A college education will make it easier for me to gain employment in the future.
96.8
96.1
99.2
94.4
97.6
96.8
96.9

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow me convenient access to a college education. 
94.4
96.9
92.1
92.1
87.4
91.2
91.7

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
76.2
82.7
77.8
71.4
77.2
76.0
77.3

My parents and I have discussed my attending a college after graduating from high school. 
91.3
87.4
93.7
85.7
85.8
92.0
88.8

I feel the majority of my friends will go to college.
92.1
78.7
90.5
86.5
82.7
87.2
85.0

I am currently doing well in school.
92.9
96.1
96.8
93.7
93.7
92.8
94.3

My teachers encourage me to go to college.
92.9
95.3
97.6
93.7
89.0
91.2
92.6

I know what I want to do when I get out of school.
80.2
76.4
83.3
82.5
71.7
77.6
77.3

My parents are actively involved in my education.
97.6
92.9
93.7
93.7
88.2
92.0
92.0

I believe that I am the type of person that would do well in college.
92.1
96.9
97.6
96.0
90.6
92.8
93.9

My school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
94.4
91.3
89.7
86.5
89.0
88.8
89.6

I work hard in school.
95.2
97.6
95.2
92.9
89.8
91.2
93.1

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors.
84.1
78.7
84.1
81.7
72.4
80.0
78.7

My grades are adequate to enter college.
88.9
98.4
96.0
92.9
91.3
92.0
93.4

I currently enjoy going to school.
77.8
84.3
90.5
80.2
78.7
80.0
81.7

My school provides counseling about career education.
95.2
89.0
86.5
89.7
87.4
89.6
88.9

In general, I have a good relationship with my teachers.
95.2
95.3
97.6
94.4
93.7
90.4
94.1

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
97.6
92.9
94.4
91.3
90.6
88.8
91.8

Note:  Quadrant numbers highlighted are statistically higher than other quadrants.

5th – 8th grade students 

Responses by region to statements

Agreement with statements is fairly consistent across state quadrants with these exceptions:

· Northwest

· In this quadrant, fewer students feel colleges are convenient.  

· In addition, they do not think as many of their friends will go to college.

· Northeast

·  A higher percentage of students feel they know what they want to do when they leave high school. 

· Fewer students think colleges are affordable in this area.

· Southwest

· The students in this quadrant think college will teach you more about job opportunities, but they feel there are fewer job opportunities in their area.

· Southeast

· In this quadrant, more respondents feel they will have to pay for college themselves because their family is less likely to be able to afford to send them.  

· However, more agree there are ways to find money to go to college. 

· Furthermore, school relationships and counseling are high in this area.

· Oklahoma City Metro

·  Respondents see more job opportunities in this area than rural areas.

· Tulsa Metro

· The students in this quadrant also feel there are more job opportunities than do rural areas.  

· They also have families that can afford to send them to college. 

· There are more friends of students planning to attend college. 

*A table, with the responses by region to the statements asked in the questionnaire, is on the following page.

Responses by region to statements

% Of Respondents that said “Yes” to each statement, Total Weighted Average

Statement
NW
NE
SW
SE
OKC
Tulsa
Wt. Avg.

A college education will help me get a better job. 
97.6
98.4
98.4
98.4
100
97.6
98.6

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
53.5
40.3
41.3
49.2
56.8
52.4
49.5

The town I live in has jobs for people who have gone to college.
65.4
63.7
60.3
59.4
76.8
82.5
70.2

In college I will learn about the different jobs I can have as an adult.
92.9
93.5
95.2
88.3
89.6
84.9
90.2

I will need a college education to be what I want to be when I’m an adult.
83.5
83.9
88.9
90.6
90.4
85.7
87.5

If I go to college, I will have to pay for it myself. 
20.5
16.1
25.4
28.9
17.6
12.7
19.0

A college education will help me earn more money when I am an adult.
94.5
93.5
94.4
89.1
87.2
89.7
90.7

My parents think it is important to go to college.
92.9
96.8
95.2
97.7
94.4
96.8
95.7

I will need more education or training after high school to get a job, but it won’t be a college education.
29.1
18.5
23.0
23.4
27.2
21.4
23.5

There are ways of finding help to raise enough money to go to college.
82.7
82.3
80.2
93.8
87.2
85.7
85.5

If I have a college education, it will be easier to get a job when I’m finished going to school.
93.7
96.0
94.4
95.3
96.0
96.0
95.5

There are colleges near where I live.
73.2
75.8
77.0
78.1
80.8
83.3
78.9

My family will be able to afford to send me to college.
62.2
62.9
65.1
57.0
66.4
73.8
65.5

I have talked with my parents about why it would be good for me to go to college after I graduate from high school.
61.4
66.1
68.3
74.2
68.0
59.5
66.2

I think that most of my friends will go to college.
75.6
85.5
79.4
81.3
79.2
88.1
82.2

I am doing well in school right now.
92.1
91.9
92.9
91.4
92.8
90.5
91.9

My teachers talk to me about going to college after high school.
54.3
58.1
58.7
62.5
49.6
54.0
55.3

I know what I want to do when I finish going to high school.
66.9
79.0
61.9
67.2
66.4
64.3
67.9

My parents go to my school for meetings and activities.
81.1
74.2
79.4
80.5
78.4
84.1
79.3

I think I would do well in college.
89.8
89.5
89.7
92.2
86.4
87.3
88.6

Teachers and counselors at my school have told us about the classes we will have to take to get into a college.
68.5
63.7
69.8
61.7
62.4
61.9
63.9

I work hard in school.
95.3
96.0
96.8
97.7
96.8
94.4
96.2

My parents talk to my teachers and counselors. 
84.3
80.6
77.8
87.5
80.8
81.0
81.5

My grades are good enough to get me into a college.
82.7
84.7
83.3
79.7
84.0
81.7
82.9

I like going to school.
77.2
78.2
78.6
83.6
80.0
75.4
78.8

People at my school talk to us about the jobs we could have when we are adults.
78.7
79.0
81.0
82.0
76.0
73.8
77.8

In general, I get along well with my teachers.
93.7
93.5
93.7
98.4
91.2
93.7
93.6

I know where to find more information about how to get into college and what it costs.
74.8
65.3
78.6
71.9
71.2
69.8
71.1

Note:  Quadrant numbers highlighted are statistically higher than other quadrants.

Parents of 5th – 12th grade students 

Responses by region to statements

Agreement with statements is fairly consistent across state quadrants with these exceptions:

· Northwest

· Fewer parents think college is necessary and more think children know what they want to do after high school.

· Southeast 

· Parents feel fewer of their children know what they want to do after high school and the schools do not provide as much career and college counseling as other areas. 

· They also see fewer of their children enjoying school and fewer friends going on to college.

· Oklahoma City Metro 

· A higher percentage of parents think there are more job opportunities in this area for people with a college education.  

· Children of these parents enjoy school more and have better relationships with teachers and counselors.  

· College is considered more affordable and families financially able to send their children to college.  

· They also see more of their children’s friends going to college.

· Tulsa Metro

· Parents in this area think there are more job opportunities for people with a college education.

*A table, with the responses by region to the statements asked in the questionnaire, is on the following page.

Responses by region to statements

% Of Respondents that “Somewhat Agreed” or “Strongly Agreed,” Total Weighted Average 

Statement
NW
NE
SW
SE
OKC
Tulsa
Wt. Avg.

A college education will help prepare my child for a better job.
97.7
97.6
98.4
99.2
97.6
99.2
98.2

Oklahoma public colleges are affordable.
70.3
73.8
68.8
64.1
79.5
73.8
73.3

My community has employment opportunities for people with a college education.
55.5
69.8
64.8
63.3
89.8
92.1
77.1

Attending college will provide my child with more career choices.
96.1
96.8
97.6
96.9
99.2
96.0
97.4

A college education will be required for my child to reach their career goals.
85.2
90.5
86.4
90.6
92.1
92.1
90.3

If my child goes to college, my child will have to pay for it themselves. 
39.8
46.8
40.8
39.8
35.4
39.7
40.1

A college education will enable my child to earn more money in his or her lifetime.
89.8
95.2
92.8
93.0
96.1
94.4
94.3

I think it is important to attend college.
91.4
96.0
96.8
96.1
98.4
95.2
96.3

My child will need more education or training after high school, but not necessarily college.
64.1
52.4
52.8
60.9
55.9
51.6
55.3

Adequate financial aid is available to help my child attend Oklahoma public colleges. 
60.9
52.4
63.2
58.6
58.3
54.0
57.2

A college education will make it easier for my child to gain employment in the future. 
95.3
97.6
95.2
95.3
98.4
94.4
96.4

The number and location of Oklahoma colleges will allow my child convenient access to a college education. 
93.8
94.4
94.4
89.8
96.1
88.9
93.1

Our family will be able to afford to send our child to college.
62.5
69.0
68.0
64.1
78.7
69.0
70.4

My child and I have discussed their attending a college after graduating from high school. 
91.4
88.9
90.4
91.4
95.3
88.9
91.4

I feel the majority of my child’s friends will go to college.
82.0
72.2
71.2
62.5
81.9
77.8
75.5

My child is currently doing well in school.
89.1
86.5
92.0
89.8
95.3
94.4
91.8

My child’s teachers encourage my child to go to college.
 80.5
73.0
77.6
70.3
81.1
77.0
76.9

My child knows what they want to do when they get out of school.
71.9
63.5
62.4
54.7
58.3
57.9
60.4

I am actively involved in my child’s education.
97.7
98.4
94.4
95.3
96.1
96.8
96.5

I believe that my child is the type of person that would do well in college.
90.6
86.5
88.8
89.8
92.9
91.3
90.3

My child’s school provides counseling about college entrance requirements.
80.5
73.0
79.2
72.7
82.7
70.6
76.5

My child works hard in school.
85.9
84.9
89.6
85.9
92.9
91.3
89.2

I talk to my child’s teachers and counselors.
89.1
89.7
90.4
93.8
91.3
92.9
91.3

My child’s grades are adequate to enter college.
93.0
88.1
88.8
83.6
93.7
90.5
90.0

My child currently enjoys going to school.
82.8
79.4
80.8
77.3
92.1
90.5
85.3

My child’s school provides regular counseling about career education.
73.4
70.6
79.2
68.8
76.4
63.5
71.9

In general, my child has a good relationship with their teachers.
94.5
90.5
93.6
91.4
99.2
95.2
94.7

I know where to find more information about college entrance requirements, educational programs and costs.
87.5
81.7
88.8
78.9
89.8
87.3
86.1

Note:  Quadrant numbers highlighted are statistically higher than other quadrants.

What one thing would make it easier…to attend college?

When asked what would make it easier to attend college, financial aid is mentioned more often by older students and parents (particularly by those planning to attend college). 

Younger students mention better grades and schools almost as much as financial help.

The parents sight motivation much more often than younger or older students do.


Currently in

5th – 8th Grades
Currently in

9th – 12th Grades


Parents of 

5th – 12th graders


Planning to go to college
Not planning to go to college
Planning to go to college
Not planning to go to college
Planning to go to college
Not planning to go to college

Financial Reasons  

· Affordable, scholarship, financial aid, etc.
33%
29%
57%
19%
60%
38%

Academic Reasons 

· Better grades, better teachers and counselors, information on college, etc.
26%
21%
11%
17%
9%
9%

Motivation 

· Basic desire, family support, a career path, etc.
2%
2%
4%
0%
6%
27%

Conclusions 

The overwhelming majority of respondents interviewed plan on attending college after high school.  This plan may or may not be implemented.  Further research could tell us what happens to college plans.

Demographic influence on college attendance

Those with a higher household income and parents with higher education have a stronger likelihood of planning a college education.  Other demographic profiles, such as race or age of parents, have little if any impact on college attendance.

Motivation to go to college

In all cases respondents agree that college is a way to have a better job in the future.  They are motivated to go to college to further their career.  Older students (9th – 12th grade) are motivated by career aspirations more than younger students or parents.  They believe in college for the sake of improving your mind through education is equally as important.

The one thing most often mentioned that might prevent most students from going to college is money.  

Some respondents indicated that they have no plans to attend college.  In most cases this was because of a lack of motivation.  However, parents have different thoughts on the subject.  They cite poor academic performance as another reason their children would not be going to college after high school.  Young children also see things differently.  They see career paths such as the military as a reason they would not be going to college.

Factors influencing college planning

Careers

In the survey, respondents were asked to agree or disagree with statements that reflect whether an individual would attend college after high school.  The statement rated the highest by all respondent groups planning on attending college after high school was “A college education will help me get a better job.”  In addition, all the individuals interviewed agreed that college would give them more career choices and enable them to make more money.  

All of the individuals interviewed who are planning on attending college are not as sure of what they want to do after high school, but still see college as a way to have a good career in the future. 

Although students and parents of students not planning on attending college all agree college is important, they do not feel it is necessary.  The older students know what they want to do and those plans do not include college.

Younger students are not sure what they want to do yet, but don’t see themselves going to college.

Conclusions continued…

Schools

Those planning on going to college did well in school and felt they were college material.   The same can not be said of those who do not plan on going to college.  Usually their performance and enjoyment of school was much lower, with the exception of younger students.

The message students receive from their schools, also has an effect on whether they plan on attending college or not.  Older students received much more information on college than younger students did. 

Family

Students planning on attending college had parents who encouraged them to go to college after high school.  

Their parents were also active at school and have discussed college with their children.  

Children who do not plan on going to college have less support and encouragement from parents to attend college. Their parents see their children’s academic problems as a reason they would not go to college.

Finances

Older students are less likely to worry about financial difficulties than younger students or parents.  For the most part, financial aid is seen as available, but families of students not planning on attending college see it as more expensive and may have more difficulty paying for further education. 

Peers

Of those not planning to go to college, far fewer peers plan on attending college also.  

Community

The community they live in has less influence on the decision to go to college than careers, education or parents.

Location

Most respondents feel there are more job opportunities in metro areas than in rural areas.

Messages 

The following information grid summarizes key messages by content area and by audience segments surveyed.  Three primary messages appropriate to all audiences were derived from the research:

1.  You have to plan for college (and it’s never too early to start planning).

2. Money is available to help pay college costs.

3. College is more important now than it has ever been.

The Web site address and 800# should be included in all materials.
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