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Achieve Insights is a monthly briefing of newsworthy items from across states
and how they relate to ensuring that all students graduate from high school
prepared for college, careers, and life.  

States are submiting ESSA plans; state coalitions focused on
equity provide input on draft state plans before submission.

13 states have submitted their ESSA state plans to the U.S.
Department of Education for approval, with some additional states
likely to submit theirs in the coming days. Ahead of submission,
cross-cutting coalitions of state advocates provided feedback to
their states on draft plans. In both Colorado and Louisiana,
advocates encouraged their states to include more specificity in
state plans to help ensure the state holds itself accountable for
preparing all students for life after high school.

Michigan bill to change math graduation requirements passes
House and the Michigan Merit Curriculum subcommittee
begins meeting.

Currently, all Michigan students must take at least Algebra II to earn
a diploma. HB 4318 is a bill that would allow for Michigan high
schoolers to take Algebra II or a statistics course to meet this
requirement. This bill has passed the House and now goes to the
Senate. Additionally, a legislative committee has been tasked with
reviewing the Michigan Merit Curriculum, which describes the
courses students need to take to earn a high school diploma. The
subcommittee has not yet stated whether they intend to change
the state's graduation requirements. Any efforts to roll back
graduation requirements so that students will not be required to

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_6AKsRdR8AIRVcm2-ZrPE2e8zTjbNcOi7H64NNu63ykC7aFFNyAeh1NJ7rGVYiBtwANPZDmEF4bJWXQ6CxtNtaAtO3u91H9ougkRFkBwA-iB0eWDwunYdqCUP8nMEXWEnmqflsdJKRJRiicV9Ru46mRRDKy-rQHsaTtbRbzAWDwKjXwWiNjhW7fS3VnXKnv9&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_6AKsRdR8AIRVcm2-ZrPE2e8zTjbNcOi7H64NNu63ykC7aFFNyAeh1NJ7rGVYiBtJaddrGpjMKE48PBFqOweBY8jHRWZ1SOhuY3bXYDbGNzrOWPrHk-KBxwTqJ25AOovjpVv_Ot5anVUI8TcY7Kfyx0om8-7WMj8KNkSMqEP8_75aVNocctglN62E2hs792MudBaFN024P1u6u55G6WDz8c53_fDJiGzAApy0q7f1tN0mhHErDZccAiGLkqPFvuyK0EnZNGSHEG4gVzsmz8NqQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_6AKsRdR8AIRVcm2-ZrPE2e8zTjbNcOi7H64NNu63ykC7aFFNyAeh1NJ7rGVYiBt15HtXRzVZkGeoRw3xP6uIGFTOQKiKHrmCpWJCiHhCZO_KSSyuqoipAStZnP1TUEL0_-Umko7bxR_KbGwUEFO3mAFNa-K6Y2l1ZT9MoOtZNZ9eiyierFiTJCr8B1idWjKMvXfc1_nWBJMDPPF0JdjyT-h03ZKRAOrjp1VxVo0ZZRU6oPGkc7YIL75UtTz8Ug3nrTPkt9rXoTrGJYwSjqzEhmOGwH-uWXc&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_6AKsRdR8AIRVcm2-ZrPE2e8zTjbNcOi7H64NNu63ykC7aFFNyAeh1NJ7rGVYiBtTWvXIIYwWJW57H_rkm2QrkgfZb_Hx-Ehx21FVc2M82T3CWlo-jYtkApq1SwM-KiyjQ-tlI07384pkKtYmA4hZoojgrKGk74km_3NLlcXsOBMT1pwX3ek0JqrXRhUj_-K11ybffyuMEVacRg_lg1FUbAYT0k77U9VwZJ88LqG4V7UzncBBP0DahPMHquNWKjuGbA47aEJwvESYI1k-JfaFcr-sLwv9jcv9-Mpk2c2_Ew_80-zq1FXfw==&c=&ch=


take four years of English or classes that cover mathematics
content equivalent to Algebra II will not adequately prepare
Michigan students for their next steps after high school, whether that
is any kind of postsecondary education, entering the military, or
starting a career.

New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez vetoes bill that would
provide for the adoption of the Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS).

HB 211 would have required that New Mexico adopt the NGSS for
implementation in schools beginning in 2019-2020. After passing
both houses of the legislature, Gov. Martinez vetoed the bill. The
NGSS, developed by 26 states in 2010, incorporate three-
dimensional learning: the science and engineering practices, core
science content, and cross-cutting concepts. They were
developed using recent research on how students best learn and
retain science knowledge.

 

Six State Updates

California's 2016 graduation rate was the highest it has ever
been, at 83.2 percent, marking seven straight years of
increases.  
The Connecticut Department of Education reports the state's
four-year graduation rate was 87.4 percent in 2016, up from
87.2 percent in 2015. 
Alabama reported that its graduation rate in 2016 was 85
percent, down from 89 percent the previous year, a number
which the state admits was artificially inflated. Later, the state
pulled the 2016 graduation rate data to fix reporting errors.
New York's Education Commissioner Elia announced in a letter
to districts that students in the class of 2022 will not need to
achieve a higher score on the Regents exams to graduate, as
previously planned.
A state panel in Ohio tasked with seeking out additional ways
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students could graduate if they don't pass the required end-of-
course assessments offered alternative ways to meet the
requirement, including attendance, maintaining a 2.5 GPA,
completing an independent senior project, participating in
community service, or completing career-technical training.
According to data submitted to the Texas Education Agency,
nearly 13,000 students statewide had an Individual Graduation
Committee assigned in 2015-16, which is a way students who
did not pass the STAAR assessments required to graduate can
alternatively seek to graduate. Statewide, the total number of
IGC graduates (9,014) represented 2.8 percent of the total
graduates in the state, and 69.8 percent of IGC assignees.

 

All students should graduate from high school
ready for college, careers, and citizenship.
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